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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 9 

THROUGH: UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR POLICY 

SUBJECT: Secretary of Defense Visit to China* India, and 
Pakistan (U) — DECISION MEMORANDUM 



(S/NOFORN) 
by you to China 
at Tab A. 
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(C/tcofORN) Your trip to South Asia (your first visit to 
India and second to Pakistan sines October 1983) complements the 
visit to China and has similar objectives! 

• to exchange views on regional and global security 
issues, par ticularly Afghani stan , nuclear non-proliferation , and 
US and Soviet' policies affecting tjje^jr^ion/" 




• to deepen the stake both countries have in improving 
relations with the US? 

- to chair the closing plenary of the semi-annual US- 
Pakistan Consultative Group; and 

• to advance technology transfer programs and under- 
standings in both countries* 

(S/NOF.ORN) . India. The GOI believes that if you see India and 
learn its point of view first-hand, you will gain a better appreci- 
ation for its needs and capabilities, especially high technology. 
We expect you will meet with PM and Minister of Defense Rajiv 
Gandhi again as well as other key MOD officials who are influential 
decision-makers on daily issues. A key objective for your visit to 
India will be to re-emphasize to the GOI that its best strategic 
interests lie in improving relations with Pakistan. The visit 
affords you the opportunity to communicate clearly the U.S. point 
of view on important regional issues, traditionally a formidable 
task given the amount of disinformation appearing frequently in the 
Indian press. 
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(9/HQgoaiT) Pakistan. Zn Pakistan you should likewise reempha- 
size to the GOP that its best strategic interests lie in improving 
relations with India. Your visit will proyMe an opportunity to 




defense against the increased number or lntrusldfli Mom Afghanistan 
will also figure prominently* not only in discussions in the capital 
but also in visits to recommended fi eld locations des cribed in the 
notional itinerar y. We also should flBBMHHi ■ develop and 
tM Wk procurement plans for the follow-on FMS program 

^ginning in FY I9 fifl. Purine vour visit, the Pakistanis will look 

for commitments ' 

•cfjfc on expediting the results ox tne joint AEH study group sched- 
uled to w r ap up l ater this fall. Other air defense issues , fj| ft 

f^BBJBjBBJBJB^BSjBBjB^I BsV will alSO be ^^^ 

Recommend that you approve the proposed trip along the lines 
of the notional itinerary so that we can begin detailed planning. 



Agree 
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Disagree 



See me 
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RICHARD L. ARMTTAflB 

Assists f*c~w of Defense 
(lnie.nv.: 



••cunty Affairs) 



OASD/PA Concurrence Cinoux^ u-dt <^*;~f V/V^~ v *^ / ^"r-^r v ' r ' 

Bobart B. Sw illM « « ^ 

Assistant Secretary JUN11T9B6 
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